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FESTAL INTRADA 
 

Ralph Hultgren 
 

Duration: 2’25”     Level: 3 
 

Program Notes: 
Festal Intrada was written to commemorate The Queensland Catholic Colleges Music 

Festival’s 20th Anniversary celebrated in August of 2010. 

 

With an energetic fanfare opening the work, Festal Intrada is effervescent and sparkling 

with dynamism and strength. The ensuing legato melody, capturing a contrasting mood 

and tone, is processional and reflective. With the support of a driving rhythmic 

accompaniment to propel forward movement, this strain is consequently sustained by a 

sweeping countermelody inter-weaving throughout this middle section. Returning to the 

opening energy, Festal Intrada concludes with vivacity and drive to the very last note. 
 

Rehearsal Notes: 
The music must be alive and energetic, refined by the composure of a steady and 

unvarying tempo. Ensure the opening and closing section articulations are reflective of 

the musical intent of the work and that this is reproduced across the ensemble. Long and 

well-defined melodic lines along with animated counterpoint should be balanced and 

connected to themselves and each other. The percussion should work with the rhythmic 

accompaniment to encouraging the expressive flow. 
 

About the Composer: 
Ralph Hultgren is currently the Artistic Director of the Australian International Music 

Festival – Sydney, and a freelance teacher, composer and conductor having held tenured 

positions at Queensland Conservatorium Griffith University and the Queensland 

University of Technology, where he lectured in Composition, Conducting, Music 

Education and Instrumental Music Pedagogy. He also holds an adjunct position at QCGU 

supervising Doctoral and Masters students in Composition and Music Education. Dr 

Hultgren has been invested into the Order of Australia as a Member in the General 

Division (AM). This esteemed national honour sits alongside his professional awards that 

include being Patron of the Maryborough Music Conference, becoming a recipient of the 

Midwest Clinic – Chicago, International Award, and the Australian Band and Orchestra 

Directors’ Association’s Citation of Excellence, located along with Life Membership in 

ABODA. 

Dr Hultgren is a member of the World Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles, 

a full writer member of the Australasian Performing Right Association and the 

Australasian Mechanical Copyright Owners Society. His compositional output ranges 

from educational and amateur performing groups to the professional studio and stage, and 

his conducting credits are equally broad. He continues to conduct, by invitation, across 

Australia, the Asia Pacific region and North America. Dr Hultgren loves to read and to 

listen to fine music in all genres. He also enjoys annoying the members of his church and 

loves to read to and play trains with his grandchildren. 
 

 
N.B. Please include the details of this work in the Performing Rights Return or send details of the performance to the publisher 
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Ralph Hultgren

Festal Intrada

© Copyright Brolga Music 2022

International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved.

NOTICE TO CONDUCTORS AND PERFORMERS

The writers of this music depend on its sale to obtain some reward 

for hours of hard work.  Copying by any means is against the law and

inhibits the creation of material for your use - DO NOT PHOTOCOPY
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